Introduction
Epidemic dropsy is a disease occurring in epidemic or endemic form characterized clinically by (edema, erythema, cutaneous nodules, diarrhoea, cardiac failure, glaucoma and/or abortion in pregnant women. Pathologically there is an extensive dilatation and engorgement of the capillaries in the skin and the internal organs.
Its ajtiology has been traced to the use of adulterated mustard oil, the chief cooking fat of a large section of the Indian population. Subsequent work has shown that the disease is primarily a toxic condition produced by the adulterant argemone oil which is extracted from the seeds of the plant Argemone mexicana that grows wild.
The toxic properties of argemone oil were, however, known as long ago as 1878 when accidental poisoning from the use of this oil in food was reported in a number of cases (Lyon, 1889) . Apparently this fact has been overlooked by the recent workers in this field.
Detection of toxic oil
The detection of argemone oil in mustard oil is, therefore, an essential step for the supply of pure oil and for the maintenance of the health of the community. The (Sarkar, 1941; Sen, 1946 al., 1939, 1941a) . The feeding experiments on human volunteers with the toxic oil proved successful (Lai et al., 1937, 19416; Chopra et al., 1939) (Sarkar, 1942 
